The 2nd Sunday before Advent
15th November 2020
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Our help is in the name of the Lord
Who made heaven and earth
Hymn:
Beloved in Christ, we come together to oﬀer to Almighty God our
worship and praise and thanksgiving, to confess our sins and to
receive God's forgiveness, to hear his holy word proclaimed, to
bring before him our needs and the needs of the world, and to pray
that in the power of his Spirit we may serve him and know the
greatness of his love.
Let us confess our sins to God our Father. Kneel.
Silence is kept.
Heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault;
by what we have done
and by what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
The priest pronounces the absolution.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word - We stand together
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.
God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
Psalm 123
To you I lift up my eyes,
to you that are enthroned in the heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,
or the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
So our eyes wait upon the Lord our God,
until he have mercy upon us.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
for we have had more than enough of contempt.
Our soul has had more than enough of the scorn of the arrogant,
and of the contempt of the proud.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
The First lesson : 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,
you do not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are
not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are
all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and
those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love,
and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each
other, as indeed you are doing.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
The Canticle : Venite Psalm 95: 1-7
O come let us sing out to the Lord;
let us shout in triumph to the rock of our salivation.
Let us come before his face with thanksgiving.
and cry out to him joyfully in psalms.
For the Lord is a great God.
and a great king above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth
and the peaks of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his and he made it,
his hands moulded dry land.
Come let us worship and bow down.
and kneel before the Lord our maker.
For he is the Lord our God;
we are his people and the sheep of· his pasture.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,: and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.
The Second Lesson: Matthew 25: 14-30
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. The one who had received the five talents went oﬀ at
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
But the one who had received the one talent went oﬀ and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then
the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five
talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him,

“Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I
have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also
came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would
have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon - Canon Michael Parker
The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Let us pray - we kneel together
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us.Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.
Show us your mercy, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen
and grant her government wisdom.
Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness
and let your servants shout for joy.
O Lord, save your people
and bless those whom you have chosen.
Give peace in our time, O Lord,
and let your glory be over all the earth.
O God, make clean our hearts within us
and renew us by your Holy Spirit.
The Collect for Today
Everliving God, before the earth was formed, and even after it shall
cease to be, you are God. break into our short span of life and show
us those things that are eternal, that we may serve your purpose in
all we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you
is eternal life, and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us in
all assaults of our enemies, that we, surely trusting in your

protection, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being:
We humbly pray that your Holy Spirit may so guide and govern
us that in all the cares and occupations of our daily life,
we may never forget your presence but may remember that we
are always walking in your sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hymn
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer
As we close our prayers we keep silence.
Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God. Amen.
To God, who by the power at work within us, is able to do far more
abundantly than all we ask or think, to him be glory in the Church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations for ever and ever. Amen.

Parish Notices
United Celebration of St Columbanus - Tonight online! You are
invited to a virtual cross-community service to celebrate the life and
legacy of St Columbanus. A service of readings, music and prayers
promises to encourage and inspire. Watch the livestream at - careful
now with the typing in! - www.facebook.com/columbanwayni
Our Church Oﬃce has reopened with three volunteers answering
the phone.They are doing a terrific job. Nanette, Mary and Helen
have been reaching out and getting in touch. The oﬃce is open on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 until 12 noon. Our oﬃce
ministry in the coming weeks will be all about reaching out and
getting in touch by phone. SO…would you like a chat? Or know
someone who would? Call 91853810. Would you like someone to
be prayed for? Is there someone in your family who is ill or in need
of prayer? Get in touch with the oﬃce & the team will pray for them.
Christian Aid: An appeal has been launched to respond to the
needs of overseas communities struggling with Cover 19. Aid
agencies are working with partners to provide basic medical care &
support - www.christianaid.ie to give directly. Or you can ring 9064
8133 to make a donation to the Belfast oﬃce.
A Prayer for this Week
Loving Father God, be with us in our distress; be with our families,
friends, and neighbours, our country and our world.
Give health to the sick, hope to the fearful, and comfort to
mourners.
Give wisdom to our frontline and key workers, insight to our
Government, and patience to us all.
Overcome disease with the power of your new life,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

