The 1st Sunday after the Epiphany - 10th
January 2021

God has made us one in Christ. He has set
his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is
to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our
hearts. Alleluia. cf 2 Corinthians 1 v 22
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.
Beloved in Christ, we come together to oﬀer to Almighty God our
worship and praise and thanksgiving, to confess our sins and to receive
God's forgiveness, to hear his holy word proclaimed, to bring before him
our needs and the needs of the world, and to pray that in the power of
his Spirit we may serve him and know the greatness of his love.
Let us confess our sins to God our Father. Kneel.
Heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault;
by what we have done
and by what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
The priest pronounces the absolution.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Proclaiming and Receiving the Word - We stand together
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.

God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation;
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf
and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord splits the flash of lightning;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare;
in his temple all cry, ‘Glory!’
The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king for evermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people;
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
The First lesson : Acts 19: 1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them,
‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They
replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he
said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s
baptism.’

Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in
Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether
there were about twelve of them.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
The Canticle :

TE DEUM part 1

We praise you, O God, we acclaim you as the Lord;
all creation worships you, the Father everlasting.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of· your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you;
the noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you;
throughout the world, the holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all praise,
the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
The Second Lesson: Mark 1: 4-11
John the baptizer appeared* in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with*
water; but he will baptize you with* the Holy Spirit.’

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he
saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved;*
with you I am well pleased.’
Sermon - Bishop Alan Abernethy
The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suﬀered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Let us pray - we kneel together
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us.Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.
Show us your mercy, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen
and grant her government wisdom.
Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness
and let your servants shout for joy.
O Lord, save your people
and bless those whom you have chosen.

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
and let your glory be over all the earth.
O God, make clean our hearts within us
and renew us by your Holy Spirit.
The Collect for the 1st Sunday after The Epiphany : The Baptism of
Christ
Loving God, your Son came to seek the lost
and was baptised with sinners:
grant that we, who have been baptised in his name,
may reach out in love to those in need
with the mercy of Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
for ever and ever. Amen.
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everliving God,
we give you thanks for bringing us safely to this day:
Keep us from falling into sin or running into danger,
and in all things guide us to know and do your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Go before us, Lord, in all our doings, with your most gracious favour,
and further us with your continual help;
that in all our works begun, continued and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name,
and finally by your mercy attain everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
We use this response
God ever with us:
Hear us, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
As we close our prayers we keep silence.
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and
constant in love. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit be with you now and always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Parish Notices
For folks at home. Google St Gall’s Church to find our parish website.
Put ‘St Gall’s Church' into YouTube and ‘Like’ and ‘Subscribe’ to the St
Gall’s channel.
Our Church Oﬃce had reopened with our three volunteers. Through
this next stage of lockdown they will be working from home. Nanette,
Mary and Helen have been reaching out and getting in touch. Our oﬃce
ministry in the coming weeks will be all about reaching out and getting in
touch by phone. Would you like a chat? Or know someone who would?
You can contact Nanette on 91459756. Would you like someone to be
prayed for? Is there someone in your family who is ill or in need of
prayer? Get in touch with the team and they will pray for them.
Up-Coming Services in Church
As of this week (7th January 2021) all ‘in church’ Sunday worship has
been suspended. I believe it to be unlikely that we shall be back in
church before mid-February. We’ll keep in touch through Youtube and
our other Social Media streams. Pass on information to anyone you
know who isn’t plugged in to internet information. Look out for one
another - continue to work hard at staying in touch. Lift the phone. God
bless. Take care. Michael

